December 17, 2017

Riley County Commissioners
115 N 4th St, Manhattan, KS 66502

Dear Commissioners:

Beginning in 1986, in accordance with a bill signed into law by President Ronald Reagan, the
birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. is observed on the third Monday of January each year, as it falls
close to Dr. King's birthday, January 15.

Dr. King's birthday provides an excellent opportunity for Riley County, Kansas to demonstrate its
support for the ideals of Dr. King, which include advancing equality, social justice and opportunity
for all. Moreover, it is a wonderful opportunity to educate the public on the principles of
nonviolent social change, racial equality, humanitarian service and interracial cooperation.

The Manhattan Martin Luther King Jr. Committee would be honored if Riley County would
sponsor an official proclamation to recognize January 13-15, 2018 as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Celebration and Day of Service in Riley County. Your proclamation would lend official
recognition to the important responsibility all citizens have to participate in the never-ending
work of building a more perfect union, as well as emphasize our county’s commitment to equality
and justice for all.

To provide context for this request, herein follows a brief description of events planned for 2018
in Dr. King’s honor. The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Celebration is being held on
Saturday, January 13, 2018 from 2 to 4p.m. at the Manhattan Fire Station Auditorium. The
celebration will include memories of the civil rights movement, the MLK, Jr. Art and Writing
contest awards, the MLK, Jr. Spirit of Service Award and a keynote by Dr. Marche Fleming-Randle,
Vice President for Diversity & Community Engagement at WSU. A Prayer Breakfast will be held on
Monday, January 15, 2018 from 8 to 10a.m. at Four Points by Sheraton, which will include prayer
reflection and a keynote by Barry Wilkerson, Riley County Attorney. The Day of Service is also
held that day from 9a.m. to 12p.m. Participants will volunteer at various locations, often including
the Manhattan Emergency Shelter, Flint Hills Breadbasket and Ogden Friendship House of Hope.

If you, or your staff, have any questions concerning the request, the MLK, Jr. Community
Celebration or Day of Service, please call me at 785-236-0920. I will follow-up with your office on

this request in the next few days. Our committee appreciates your support.

Thank you for consideration on this special request.

Sincerely, =~ —_

L VAN

Kevin Bryant
2nd Chair, MLK Jr. Committee






